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RANDALLõS ISLAND HISTORY 
 
Randallõs Islandõs vast green spaces and dramatic views of the surrounding three boroughs have 
long inspired visions of what could be.  In the past century, many envisioned the Park as a cohesive 
sports and recreation center, although t his vision was never fully realized.  Nonetheless, the Island 
hosted historic events attracting  sizable crowds, including concerts by the legendary Duke 
Ellington, Jesse Owensõ dazzling victory in the 100-meters at the 1936 Olympic Trials, and Peleõs 
1975 American debut.  
 
Today, with the Cityõs support and through the efforts of the Randallõs Island Sports Foundation 
(RISF), the Parkõs restoration and development is nearly complete.  Randallõs Island Park has 
become the place where New Yorkers go to play.  
 
 

RANDALLõS ISLAND COMMUNITY ACCESS TASK FORCE 
 
The Randallõs Island Community Access Task Force was created to work with the New York City 
Department of Parks & Recreation and the Randallõs Island Sports Foundation to ensure that the 
Parkõs neighboring communities, specifically East Harlem, the South Bronx and Astoria, have access 
to the Islandõs facilities.  The Task Force, which meets no fewer than four times a year, is Chaired 
by the Mayorõs Office and the Council Member fro m City Council District 8 serves as Vice Chair.  
The Task Force is composed of  representatives from  the following offices:  one representative 
from the Mayorõs Office, one representative from the NY C Comptrollerõs Office, one representative 
from the Manhattan Borough Presidentõs Office, one representative from Manhattan C ity Council 
District 8, one representative from Manhatta n Community Board # 11, one representative from 
Bronx Community Board #1, two representatives from the Parks Department, three representatives 
from the Department of Education, one  representative from the Departme nt of Youth and  
Community Development, two representatives from the Randallõs Island Sports Foundation and one 
representative from each of three community organiz ations.  
 
 

THE RANDALLõS ISLAND SPORTS FOUNDATION (RISF) 
 
The Randallõs Island Sports Foundation was founded in 1992 as a public-private partnership with the 
City of New York Department of Parks & Recreation to work on behalf of Randallõs Island Park, 
located in the East River between East Harlem, the South Bronx and Astoria, Queens.  RISF works 
with City leadership  and the local community to realize the Islandõs potential by developing sports 
and recreationa l facilities, restoring its  natural environment, reclaiming and main taining parkland, 
and fostering community programs and access for all New Y orkers. 
 
The Foundation raises private support toward maintenance, management and programming of the 
Island.  In addition to administering and programming the Park, RISF funds ballfield, horticulture, 
Icahn Stadium, and turf maintenance crews.  
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November, 2009 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Fans of Randallôs Island Park, 

 

On behalf of the Randallôs Island Community Access Task Force, we want to 

welcome you to the Park, and to invite you to spend some time becoming familiar 

with this new Access Guide.   

 

As you may know, the past couple of years have brought a remarkable transformation 

to the Island, including many new facilities and increased recreational resources.  

This Guide is our effort to encourage expanded access to and use of the Park for all 

New Yorkers.  In it, we hope you will find anything you need to know regarding 

Randallôs Island, from maps showing facility and field locations, to transportation 

options, to permitting processes, as well as some great photographs of Park activities. 

 

In short, what you will find in these pages is a restored, renewed and improved 

resource, and we are excited about all that has been accomplished.  Now itôs up to 

you to add the final touch ï to come out and visit, and help us to make Randallôs 

Island Park the place ñwhere New York goes to play.ò 

 

See you at the Park, 

 

 

 

 

Randallôs Island Community Access Task Force Chair 

Dennis Walcott, Deputy Mayor     

City of New York  

 

 

 

 

Randallôs Island Community Access Task Force Co-Chair 

Hon. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Council Member    

New York City Council District 8 
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GETTING TO RANDALLõS ISLAND 
 
Subway/Bus 
 

The M35 bus runs to the Island from the NW corner of 125th Street  and Lexington Ave.  
Transfer is available from the Lexington Avenue 4, 5, or 6 trains at 125th Street.  
 
For updated MTA travel information , (718) 330-1234 or www.mta.info.   

 

Pedestrian/ Bicycle  
 

The 103 rd Street Pedestrian Footbridge  connects 
the southern end of Randallõs Island to Manhattan, 
linking to the East River e splanade and across the 
FDR to 103rd Street in East Harlem.  
  

Hours of Operation:  
 
Dates  Times 
March 21 ð April 30 6 AM ð 7 PM 
May 1 ð September 30 6 AM ð 9 PM 
October 1 ð November 20 6 AM ð 7 PM 

  

The Footbridge is closed by NYC DOT from 11/21-3/20 .  
 

 
A new Bronx Shore  Footbridge  at the Parkõs northern end remains closed until construction 
is complete on the Bronx River Greenway Connector to 132nd Street.   

 
 

Pedestrian Ramps  connect the Park to all three spans of the RFK Bridge.  
 
Manhattan : 125th Street and 2nd Avenue to just behind the Gol f Center  
Bronx:  Cypress Avenue and Bruckner Boulevard to the Bronx Shore Fields 
Queens: Hoyt Avenue and 28th Street, adjacent to the Astoria Boulevar d N/W station, to 

mid-Island, adjacent to the Central Fields  
 

Automobile  
 
All automobile access is via the  RFK Bridge. 
 
From Manhattan:  
Stay left for the exit to Randall's Island, immediately after the toll plaza.  
 
From Queens: 
Stay right for the exit to Randall's Island, immediately after the toll plaza.  
 
From the Bronx:  
Stay right for the exit to Randall's I sland, immediately after the toll plaza.  
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Ferry Service  
 

For years, RISF and others have advocated for water-based transportation to the Island, as a 
particularly Park -appropriate link in an impr oved access system. As a result, ferry service is 
available for many major events to our dock on the Harlem River  from East 35th Street, East  
90th Street, Long Island City and other locations . 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handicap Accessibility  
 

Randallõs Island Park is fully handicap accessible.  The ongoing reconstruction of the Islandõs 
facilities has taken into account  the needs of all park visitors , with additional curb cuts, 
accessible restrooms, parking facilities, paved pathways and improved seating.  
 
Accessible rest rooms are available at Icahn Stadium and the Golf and  Tennis Centers.  
Construction is underway on additional accessible comfort stations in the Bronx Shore, 
Sunken Meadow and Wards Meadow sections of the Park.   
 
Designated parking spaces are provided at Icahn Stadium, the Sportime Randallõs Island 
Tennis Center, the Randallõs Island Golf Center, in the lots under the RFK Bridge and 
adjacent to the playground and F ield 72.  

 
 


